
SSC Minutes 10th December

Present:



SSC Societies Officer




Becca Ladley



Director of Events and Services


Phil Pass



Association Community Relations Officer 

Holly West



SSC Charities Officer




Alex Dixon



Association Chair




Emma Foley



Director of Student Development and Activities
Matthew Guest



SSC Debates Officer




Owen Wilton



Ents Convenor 




Matthew Robertson



SSC Member for Society Elections


Clare McDonnell



Director of Representation



Georgina Rannard

2. Chair's business


2.1 Apologies for Absence: James McWalter, Member without Portfolio; Phil Tortoroli Broadcasting Officer


2.2 Minutes of the previous meeting


2.3 Matters arising

3. Presidential Business

Andrew was at Senior Students Forum.

4. Representation Business

Still trying to save the condoms and meeting Iain Smith the MSP on Monday. Internal review of Maths yesterday, one man was found to be doing a PG programme no-one else knew about. Open students forum next week:  we are co-running it with the University. Fife Park and affordable accommodation and the international student  experience are on the agenda, Tues 5pm salad bowl. Hoping it will re-open the discussion on affordable accommodation; how university caters for international students and the problems they have.

5. Events and Services business

Tomorrow and Saturday the Kate Kennedy panto is 7pm in Venue 1. Executive committee settled the question on the KK- this panto can go ahead and there will be a long-term review to work out how to better deal with non-affiliated groups. Tonight local student bands’ music night in Venue 1. Christmas Ball on Sunday, decorations are good! (Apparently, in Norway Christmas lights are in lines down the tree not round it. How odd. Association Chair- would be easier. Charities Officer - let's have a union policy to make Scandinavian students feel at home.) DoES- ‘Withnail and I’ on Monday and Tuesday. Headphone disco on Tuesday and on Friday, and will play the most requested songs of the year. Redevelopment people came back with a drawing which left out what will actually be in the building - they have taken away the paper the Debates Officer and DoES wrote, and working on a second revision and now second venue idea is back on the agenda, which is good. Long way away from getting any plans. At stage A of H at the moment, but at least things are moving.

6. Director of Student Development and Activities business

Meal with the Townsend Society last night. Have some ideas want to air and see what people think: film society, Rogue, are an under-supported group but they do a lot considering this. A few talks to try and bring them a bit closer to Union whereby they would get support and give more to us. Could give them an SSC position and they could be a sub-committee. Rogue doing research to find out how this would benefit them as well. 

What do people think? SSC Member for Society Elections- would they be linked to Mermaids? DoSDA- yes and all students would be members. Charities Officer - how many people are involved? DoSDA- like STAR. Does- less funds and equipment than STAR. Charities Officer- does it come under the broadcasting remit? DoSDA- that's what we're trying to work out, they could work in partnership, aims are to help people making own films not to broadcast per se. Charities Officer- more like Mermaids in terms of facilitating other students? DoSDA- basically, yes. Societies Officer- can't just keep making popular societies into sub-committees. DoSDA- they are high investment but also different from all our other societies. DoES- they have recently branched out to help Mermaids and STAR, a film making society crosses over with subcommittees and could help societies in general. At moment an abstract idea and Rogue are looking into it themselves. Debates Officer- what would main implication of them being a subcommittee be? Isn't it hard to give them more support when they overlap and STAR do not have enough support as it is, might not improve but divide funds from overall broadcasting policy. Doing too much at once. 

Charities Officer - one grievance with STAR is it is a fund intensive activity which doesn't benefit all students with every activity and Rogue might be the same and would need a lot of money to work properly. DoES- STAR needs licenses which it doesn't have, gets a lot from external sponsors, problems they are in partly because they became subcommittee without proper planning, this would be different and worked out properly with Rogue and have a proper plan to work out the way forward. In collaboration with the subcommittees it would benefit, SSC position wouldn't be a voting position, like Ents. Societies Officer - if they don't have enough money now then they still won't get more. DoES - not true and won't be less for other subcommittees either, extra money would be found. Also not as financially intensive as we might think - cameras broken, but one off payment to fix them. If we can get it right the first time it would work. DoR- as Rogue is just a society they don't have ownership of the cameras, but if sub-committee would be more responsible for the equipment and would take some pressure off us and they could manage it better. Charities Officer - tread on toes of broadcasting officer could be an issue. DoES- broadcasting is T.V. stuff so not quite the same thing, partnership required. Couldn't do what they wanted as part of mermaids. Charities Officer- could they do it with STAR? Need to be subcommittee to satisfy technical requirements. DoSDA- it is a logical step. Charities Officer- just needs really careful planning. DoSDA- that's what we're trying to do.

Societies Officer - can't do this for all societies which benefit everyone. DoES- Rogue been around for ages though. STAR started off in the same way - paper to board about Sabb responsible and may need to change, future of this may be different too. Sub-committee also doesn't have to stay one forever. Societies Officer - sets precedents. DoES- STAR did that. Societies Officer- we weren't here when that happened. DoES- none of us were, but we know what happened. 

DoSDA- Rogue not just people who like films. Film productions could be a resource rather than just a society which is what subcommittees are, like Ents are a resource rather than just social. Societies Officer- get the point but can't do it forever. Community Relations Officer- as long as we have enough money then it's fine. DoES- do need feasibility checks. DoSDA- initial thoughts really, email Ents Convenor with any or come in and have a chat. Rogue president (Charlotte Walsh) coming round to sub-committee heads. DoES- also crossover with On The Rocks. Charities Officer - is OTR a constant thing? DoES- always one Sabb, president of rogue and Barron administrator as ling as those exist and two others, usually one Mermaid as well.

DoSDA- elections also need to be considered. Making sure that all sub-committees have good handovers. Would suggest that people spend one week before Easter taking active role in subcommittee and a week or so after to help the new person ease in, especially if projects are happening which you may know more about. Would be beneficial. Also early next semester go round heads of subcommittee to see how all doing. Thanks for stuff on Rogue.

7. Sabbatical question time

8. Officers' business

8.1
Broadcasting Officer

8.2
Charities Officer- Rory's Rodeo made a profit (possibly a small one?) Not enough turn out to make it worth it really. Also jumble sale which made more, £300, cinema night made around £500. Race2Paris ticking along, DoES not signed up yet... 5 days to do so there is still time. Charitable St Andrews decided that as committee running everything until handover and do a joint thing to make it easier than it was last year. Group of volunteers needed- 2 days before and 1st day of OTR, summer fayre and RAG forum/ conference which will hopefully be a big thing with speakers and tea and crumpets! Also decided to look at how we work with charitable societies. Went to societies meeting yesterday and decided to look at writing up motion for SSC saying that Charities takes more role running charitable societies, as money needs to be made through charities. View that societies almost affiliated to societies committee and run through charities, not sure how it will work yet. Any thoughts? DoSDA- will have meetings about it. DoES- have DoSDA contacted lawyer? DoSDA- compiling questions to ask OSCR and have not forgotten about it! DoES- RAG week going well? DoSDA- meeting at 3pm tomorrow about it. Charities Officer - mostly planned out, meet to ask what's happening in terms of payments. 

8.3
Design Team Convenor

8.4
Debates Officer 

Debate last night went well, next week trying to do something with Blind Mirth, going ok. In terms of handovers debates should be ok, successor should have time to plan over Easter. 

8.5
Entertainments Officer 

Bop on Friday.

8.6
Music Officer

8.7
Performing Arts Officer

8.8
Postgraduate Officer

8.9
Societies Officer 

Affiliated the Sandclock society and quasi-affiliated the entrepreneurial society which will be final next week. Copy Warwick union societies website. Booked top floor of union for re-freshers fayre, 13th Feb. Now have Malaysian society, Mostly Harmless, and Arabic society.

8.10
Volunteering Officer

8.11
Association Community Relations Officer 

Many meetings this week, bike stuff and posters everywhere soon! Lights are in Bess. Asked for more bike racks at Community Council so it may happen. Need to talk to Charities Officer, as want to have excuse for a street party. Charities Officer - well it's my birthday in January so feel free to use that as an occasion. Possible problem in summer as will be ceilidh for On The Rocks. Could do with street closing for run with Rory. Also for Food Fayre when is refreshers week, DoSDA- random day. Charities Officer - will it be a sudden rival to RAG week, DoES not as much theatre! Charities Officer - publicity for RAG week.

Debates Officer- are the postcards going ok? Community Relations Officer- Oli hasn't sent them off yet. DoSDA- go and see him or we can do so. ‘In Focus’ and how to improve town gown relations. SVS did pod cast.

8.12
Association Sustainability Officer

9. Officer Question Time

Debates Officer: do need people to help Race2Paris? Charities Officer - maybe in the office, need more people to go to Paris as committee and to race. Will send an email- Association Chair, Debates Officer maybe interested. Debates Officer- in relation to IT services, could email and ask about GK font on classics computers, how hard would it be to put them on in classics again? DoSDA- can use PDF and then transfer word documents.

10.Any other business:

DoES- still waiting for PG elections to be resolved. Ents Convenor- AGM? DoSDA- should be announcement about next Thursday. Andrew will send an email.

11. Notices

11.1
Next meeting week two of term but possibly week one if have a lot of business. Which would we rather? Societies Officer- week one might be better, maybe switch SSC and SRC round.

11.2
Meetings of sub-committees Community Relations next semester; Societies 4pm Wed, Charities 6.30pm Monday venue 1,  Ents Wed week zero, Debates 5pm next wed. The SRC party is tomorrow, so feel free to come!


