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Minutes of the Meeting of the SSC — 19th October, 2010
Present:

President: 



Owen Wilton                      



      DoR: 




Siena Parker




              DoSDA: 



Ally Holmes





    DoES: 




Phil Pass





       Association Chair: 


Becca Ladley





       Ents Convener:  


James McWalter




    Sustainability Officer: 

Emma Weir





     Broadcasting Officer: 

Walker Angel





           Societies Grants Officer: 

Jethro 
Dowell



      Community Relations Officer: 
Holly West




                       Film Production Convener: 

Julz Newton




                 Debates Officer: 


Daniel Goldblatt




                    Societies Officer: 


Sally Longstaff




    Volunteering Officer: 

Meg Platt



  

      Music Officer: 


Rollo Strickland



 Design Team Convener: 

Christopher Baird




        Performing Arts Officer: 

Cat Slater




        Societies Elections


Clare McDonnell



            President of Postgraduates

David Bean

1. Adoption of Agenda

2. Chair’s Business

2.1 Apologies for absence from Charities Officer and Member Without Portfolio.

2.2 Minutes for the previous meeting, members have not seen them yet. 

2.3 Matters arising: please keep it short tonight.

3. Presidential Business

All is running smoothly, Siena’s School Presidents is going well. NUS meeting to discuss graduate tax and student finance.

4. Representation Business:

School Presidents has candidates for every school, IR has 9. Please vote Friday. Thanks for everyone’s support especially the Union President’s. Had long court day Friday, talked about general strategy. 

Debates Officer — Electronic voting extended to main elections?

DoRep— Probably not, will review it though. 

Societies Elections — Counting worked better this year.

DoRep— Will look at it but could be an issue with system mess-ups. 

President — Amazing program, amazing it’s up and running so quickly. Need support, talk up role of School Presidents to schools and students. 

5. Events and Services Business

Eliza Doolittle ticket sales have gone from under 100 to 200, need to get to 600. Performing Arts Officer had idea to switch Facebook status to advertise the event for hour tomorrow. Have Facebook event, everyone should have been invited. Please invite people to group. She just released a new single, could be big for weekend. Comedy on Thursday, venue one being hired by Guilded Balloon, a bit high pricing but will come down normally. (10 pounds for Thursday). Eliza is 14 pounds, can buy online, at bar, from DoES and at door.  Sales outside Thursday and Friday. Tuesday bops don’t exist: some people have complained, but as whole seems to be backed. From DoES’s point of view, massively impacting Friday bops.  Tuesday replaced by bar DJ set (tonight by DoES).  Some reasons: short on Ents crew, costs were getting higher and higher, will be reviewed at end of semester, if things change might go back to them next semester. 

Music Officer— Eliza has done a Black Cab session, very hip, recommends spamming it on Facebook.

DoES — She did a live lounge show this week but wasn’t very good.

6. Student Development and Activities Business
Was invited, plus one person from this meeting, to “sports forum meeting”, anyone want to go? 

Ents Convener— Thinks he is natural choice

DoSDA— It involves one meeting a semester.

Association Chair —Maybe Member without Portfolio should go?

DoSDA​ — Will drop Member Without Portfolio an email. DoRep and he have been working with Careers Center to develop internship program within departments, similar to research program. 20 internships all together, either free accommodation or equivalent in cash. Bubble TV voted in favour of affiliation today pending bank account and constitutional change. Any outstanding opinions? They may ask people for things.

7. Sabbatical Question Time

No questions.

8. Officers’ Business

8.1. Volunteering Officer

Planning ball coming up. Hoping to have it first weekend in March (though charities might also be having a ball then). Streamlining SVS constitution with the President. 

President— Working on general constitution points that should apply to all constitutions to make them lean and understandable. Wants to separate two roles: constitutions (skeletal document) and aims and objects role (needs to work with DoSDA), wants to pool them for one Union plan. 

Volunteering Officer— Hopefully will be ready for the next meeting. 

Association Chair— Will send it to everyone.

President of Postgraduates— Happy to take a look. Wrote the original.

8.2. Broadcasting Officer

Star launching new schedule next Friday, live broadcast from main bar. New schedule is mainly for new shows. Trying to work out problems with stream, falls over every hour to three hours, might need to spend some money. Some problems with Union system. New website almost done. On test domain now. Johannes has been working on it. Will be hosted on main university server. Will be launched Friday. Online magazine has lots of reviews, ect., great job.

8.3. Design Team Convener (for Charities Officer)

EGM has happened, all positions filled.  Current total 3.5 and 4000 total, not bad. Big events: ice rink, cinema night next week, Rory’s birthday today, bake sale next week. 

8.4. Design Team Convener

Had vice president interviews, elected new person, then EGM, elected everything besides publicity officer, not sure how to do it.

President— Interview with whole committee.

Design Team Convener —Have budget, by end of year want office pained and new computers. Will have opening party with everyone.

Ents Convener— Design suit, is everyone allowed to use it?

Design Team Convener — Yes.

Film Productions Convener— Do they do editing?

Design Team Convener — Not that he is aware.

President — Something to look at: to update software. Need meeting with Rogue, Design Team, Star, Bubble TV, about software we should have.

8.5. Debates Officer

Debates going really well so far. All really packed, next one Thursday, on “Is Print Media Dead?” Really good. Howl Jacobsen coming to speak next semester (just won booker prize). Just got to finals and semi finals in competitions. Anyone have issue with them using SAC office for 17th of November for whole day? 

Design Team Convener — Check for charities executive meetings.

8.6. Ents Convener
All going well. Need to fill one committee position. Lots of great events. Big plans for Halloween, Bruce is bringing out neon paint. Looking ahead: any original ideas for bops let him or DoES know. Also have pyrotechnic training coming up for crew, at the moment 200 pounds per person, might be able to involve Mermaids. Looking at upgrading Venue One kit, so no more dying lights, etc. need to get through with the Board. All can be transferred to new redevelopment. Almost have “risk assessment and …. “Document ready. 

Societies Officer— Wants Charities bop.

Ents Convener — Can’t do Charities bop on Friday, could do Tuesday.

8.6. Film Production Convener
Has budget, very big compared to last three years. Johannes is a god, fixed Mac in media suit, don’t need to invest in new computer. Buying more kit, looking into smaller HD cameras, only have one reliable and one dodgy one. 

DoES— How do you book out camera?

Film Production Officer — Don’t bother DoES. Emailing rogueequipment[at]st-andrews.ac.uk is the only way to book it. Need at least a week’s notice. If you want to know what equipment they have its on website.

Ents Convener — If you want lights we have some sitting idle. 

Film Production Convener — Cool. Need to go through all stuff, will email Ents Convener. If anyone wants events filmed let them know. Chris Dickie wants to make a film on plagiarism. Trying to get people involved in that. 

Music Officer — Same idea was used for Nevermind the Buzzcocks.

Film Production Officer — Well there you go. Any ideas would be fine. All needs to get rolling on that.

Performing Arts Officer — If they looked into license restrictions could they get someone to film a play?

Film Production Officer — Yes, assuming given time.

Societies Officer — Would quite like to make health and safety film for website. Could we put on our website or would it need to be a link?

Film Production Convener — Could probably do it, worst case would be a link.

8.7 Music Officer

Running first seminar session Tuesday of next week, trial run went well, had 20 odd people.  Managed to make the billiards room look nice, voted to continue to run it there. People are loving the Union. 40 odd people at open mic, pleastantly surprised. Might want filmed in future. Spoke to Film Production Officer about On the Rocks events, running gig in cinema than running bands favourite film. Good news, Julia wants gig in St Mary’s library again, bad news November gig, despite confirming last week, dropped out, much rather run one with us second semester. Discussing if they bring forward Christmas party band. Had EGM, went well, full committee. Bought another amp (two total bought recently). Needs to meet with DoES for efficient renting and storing equipment. Issues with room locking. Amp had gone missing, have it back now. Alex is drawing up sweatshirt design and banner. Clothing not available commercially yet, if a couple sell might sell more. Meeting with Sarah Tyler, keen to get on board with dance night. Might put in funds for next semester. 

Ents Convener — Might use box under stage in Venue One?

DoES — We can’t decide, building staff must.

Ents Convener — If your kit is hired you should get a cut.

DoES— Overrules comment. 

Film Production Convener — Has been asked about music for films, how to go about it?

Music Officer — If she sends them to him he will send it out to members.

8.8. Performing Arts Officer

New first year rep, 11 candidates, most than they have ever had. Also, so many Freshers doing everything. Productions workshop meetings, byre has said they want to help out in any way they can. Christmas ball date is 12th of December. Don’t clash with it.

Sustainability Officer — When are ticket sales?

Performing Arts Officer — Last weekend in November.

8.9. President of Postgraduates

Mainly focusing on getting people together who they need to work with. Met with the President to discus EGM to hopefully elect full committee of people in next fortnight with wine and cheese social before hand. Encourages everyone to talk to postgraduates they know. 

8.10. Societies Officer

Spent weekend with Socieites Grants Officer going through reaffiliation, 160 societies given in all forms, some still to go. Next thing is getting constitutions online so you can see them when needed. Assets officer can’t do job anymore, do they need to fill it? Loans Officer currently doing  the job.

President — Think it’s fine for you to make the decision. 

Societies Officer — Has affiliated fancy dress society, surgical society, Bubble TV, and Pokémon soc, clinical soc. 

8.11. Community Relations Officer

Last year, Christmas lights ran separately from St Andrews, contacted woman, now run together. Star now running stuff on stage. Charities involved too. 

DoRep— Thinks Community Relations Officer is amazing.

Community Relations Officer— Second independent group, home instillation stuff, might benefit students with little things, help advertise them?

DoRep — Run it by Helena.

Community Relations Officer — Bikes, trying to get funding for reflective wristbands. 4pounds for students, 6 pounds for public. 

President — Jillian had good idea.

Community Relations Officer — PR for bikes and asking local businesses for donations.

Societies Elections —_Have you spoken to Spokes?

Community Relations Officer — Undercutting them with lights.

DoRep — Use Saint article?

Film Production Convener — Can’t you use illegal as advertisement?

Community Relations Officer — Cycling on pavement much larger fine than without lights.

Societies Grants Officer — Doesn’t think illegal thing would work without police enforcing it.

Community Relations Officer — Met with them, trying to work it out.

8.12. Sustainability Officer

Had hall environmental rep meeting, 7 out of 9 reps showed up, gave fab goodie bags. Writing more guides.

President— The green guide is amazing, Estates guide is not as good.

Sustainability Officer — Will be printing it. Trying to get launch for hall energy challenge on Friday together, trying to do graphic design. Aiming for bike sale for January, they won’t talk to her, thinks they do it through estates. Working on setting up environmental officer. Green Week is week 9, has a theme, shiny logos. 

9. Officer Question Time

Societies Elections — She is one of the university ambassador vice principles, they are giving everyone the opportunity to represent their society on open days. Invited tomorrow and next week. No longer have visits to different buildings, now have a stand for different societies.

Ents Convener— Mermaids went last time, worth it. Mainly talk to students. Admissions packed student bit at the bottom. Should switch it.

Societies Elections — Will talk to them about it. 

Sustainability Officer — Really good idea, gets more attention that way.

DoRep — Can we just turn up?

Societies Elections — Yes, tell them you spoke to me. It’s in your own interest. 

Ents Convener — Nightline have their bear, so Rory should come.

Design Team Convener — To the Societies Elections Officer, if Christmas ball tickets are sold at the end of November than could you do it when the ice rink is on so people could go skating after?

Community Relations Officer — Wants more of the public to come to student events, won’t come unless asked specifically. Wants to know where to go from here besides the Citizen?

DoES — In Focus?

Community Relations Officer— Only once every two months.

Performing Arts Officer — We always use the byre, worth it. Could also do a leaflet at Morissions.

10. Other Business

Discipline Document: 

DoES — Introduction: last year had a couple messy cases with appeals, previous policy didn’t stipulate how things would work. Statutory offences very similar to previous policy, just clarifying. Added about three pages of procedure explanation. That’s why they have done it. The President had a couple changes. Ian Cupples and general manager happy with it. Need SSC and board approval to come into full force. Have discipline procedures coming up so need to know how they are operating.

 Societies Grants Officer — Confused by different fines, looks like there are two different things.

Ents Convener — Maybe it is two different fines, defiling and making good.

DoES — Will clarify.

Association Chair — What would happen if someone like the President broke a procedure where everyone knows him?

DoES — Other universities run it with 20 random people, we try and do it more quietly. If one of the committee broke a rule, might need to try it. If it were a Sabb might need to go higher up. Otherwise SRC might step in. Not for SRC because it is Union management committee. 

Societies Officer — What if someone came along after months and only got banned for a few weeks?

DoES — All in here.

Ents Convener — Usually person concerned pushed the date back, not us.

President of Postgraduates — Appeals procedure, has three reasons they can be launched, can’t think of anything that doesn’t fall into them.

President — Need to offer a not entirely open-ended appeals clause but not restricted, appeals panel can then decide. Having it restricted would be against us because it would be then taken higher up or to court and if they hadn’t gone through appeals they would have a case, if they do go through appeals than they won’t.  From cases that have come up, it’s been reasonable that they have appealed. Not all discipline hearings do go to appeal.

DoES — Statutory fines, people don’t usually appeal. If someone hit someone for spilling drink on them and they apologise, not a grounds for appeal. Shows levels of appeal to committee and step beyond that if necessary. Not usually needed anything else. 

Association Chair — Discipline procedure passed on condition of small changes. 

President — Redevelopment: are we actually ready for it? Going rather quickly, will be contacting everyone to figure out what is needed, get on same page.  Why is SSC doing discipline policy, thinks it should go back to being called Union Management Committee, to go back to original purpose of meeting. Development Office had meeting about grant for 600th event. Would be budgeted for 600th starts June, 2011 onwards only but being started now. Thinks that for the SSC DoRep should come, say business and leave, President stay for questions. SRC reverse with DoES and DoSDA leaving. 

Socieities Elections — Could create an issue with voting.

Association Chair —Votes tabled in advance, can bring it up in beginning. 

President — Association Chair and I there for both. 

Association Chair — SRC has discussions of representation as a whole. Need to translate here for discussions. 

Societies Officer — How do we change name?

President — Just vote on it.

Societies Officer — Change tonight?

President — Have to bring it to the Board. Does not change control, just brings focus to meetings.  Strategic rather than tactical. 

Ents Convener — Will there be a situation where they discuss for an hour and are overruled about how building is operated? Who has final say?

President — The Board. Main change is really a side of it. 

Association Chair— people keen for Christmas social?

Yes.

Association Chair — Any other business?

No.

11. Notices
11.1. Next Meeting of the SSC
Two weeks time.

11.2. Meetings of Sub-committees
Community Relations: Monday, 4pm

Societies Elections: Wednesay, 5pm

Societies Officer: Next Tuesday, 5:30pm

Ents: Tomorrow, 5pm

Mermaids: Thursday, 1pm 

Postgraduate Society: Not scheduled yet

Rogue: Changing it next week,  Monday,  5:30pm

Charities: Tomorrow 4pm 

Design Team: Thursday, 5pm

Star: Tomorrow, 6pm

Sustainability Officer: Kicked out of time slot so doesn’t know. On hiatus. 

Green Week coordination team: Tuesday, 5pm

Volunteering: Tomorrow, 5:30pm 

Music is Love: Thursday, 6pm 

