
SRC Minutes 8th December 2009

Present: 


President 





Andrew Keenan


Director of Events and Services


Phil Pass


Director of Student Development and Activities
Matthew Guest


Association Chair




Emma Foley


PG Research Representative



Noor Qadri


Taught PG Representative



Claire Rann


SRC Member for Honours Academic Issues

Kit Garcin


SRC Member for Students with Disabilities

Beverley Macklin


SRC Member for Part-time students


Taylor Fitzgerald


SRC Private Accommodation Officer

Alastair Holmes


SRC Member for Sex and Gender Issues

Miranda Myrberg


Association Sustainability Officer


Benjamin Bridgeman


Senate Arts/ Divinity Representative


Lukas Ross


SSC Debates Officer




Owen Wilton


SRC Accommodation Officer



Kat Stevens


SRC Representative for First Years


Freddie Fford


SRC Education Officer



Luke Woollen


Association Community Relations Officer

Holly West

1. Adoption of the Agenda

2. Chair's business

2.1
Apologies for absence Georgina Rannard, Fiona Kingston, Libby Parker, Brittany Dunstan.

2.2
Minutes of previous meeting

2.3
Matters arising

3. Presidential business

Transferring web content and updating the site, not quite finished yet. Look at it and get in touch if you think anything is wrong/ needs fixing. There is no PG Society President but it is good to have two representatives here.

4. Representation business

Given by the other Sabbaticals: The bike lights have arrived!

5. Events and Services business

Much theatre is happening, Christmas Ball at weekend! On The Rocks is programmed and full list of programmes is nearly available now. Updated Events and Services page which is good. Sent link up out, get thinking now- the joke begins: santa turned to reindeer and said, funniest one will win... something. 

6. Student Development and Activities business 

Had a catch up with Byre; Performing Arts Officer, DoES and Julie checking on student shows, more info on way from mermaids. Townsend Society having Christmas lunch tomorrow from 5pm. Sub-committees busy this week too: capitalism debate tomorrow; SVS have got cabaret thing on Saturday 2pm and party at 3pm venue 2, STAR are working up to the relaunch; seminar sat 11am school 2 which has talks by Glasgow DJs. Charities getting final race to Paris people together. We need £5000 to get Andrew to shave for charity… 

8. Officers Business

8.1 Accommodation Officer

Survey going fine, technical failure has kept numbers down but going for rest of week and results hopefully by Christmas. Secret shoppers campaign- if anyone wants to get in touch, wants more volunteers need about 40 half international and half non-international to find out how people are treated. Senior student forum on Wednesday is with Clifford and Andrew, got the how to rent guide nearly finished and online by end of next week.

8.2 Education Officer

Dispute about theology module - trying to get complaints sorted. Meetings with staff over past few weeks and trying to do library open forum before redevelopment and get opinions. Working with Careers regarding St Andrews Award progress- working through methods and getting a bare bones structure to start late next semester. Survey for teaching time, met Dr Hesk (lecturer in the Classics dept.) who brought up issues regarding a survey- difficulties getting precise information so will be taking a step back and not running just yet, but maybe next semester - getting student opinion, but also academic info and getting a fair picture, maybe some increase in some places (like IR) where necessary.

8.3 Equal Opportunities and Welfare

AIDS awareness flyers given out at bop; semester reform survey which has been successful; international student review last week- people interested in doing this. Mature students survey not going so well and technical problems. Condom distribution scheme- confusion as government say the HIV funding has changed but this shouldn’t affect the distribution but no news from NHS Fife.

President: sorted out the technical problems, so trying to get mailing lists. Have had some responses.  DoSDA: direct students to the Townsend Society.

8.4 Association Community Relations Officer

Bike lights in BESS £4, police marking Thursday 10-2. Community Council thinking of dredging the  Kinnessburn to stop flooding and still arguing about development of university.

8.5 Association Sustainability Officer

Launch of transition St Andrews Campaign - really good, many people interested. Keen for the Association to get on board officially, so will be things going on early next semester. Not organised by the committee, but have been involved. Application form for Scottish climate challenge; fund for internships to work as part of the university for environmental issues - Edinburgh does it at the moment. In January will know whether we have been successful. Also Green Week will be week 3- trying to get co-ordination committee for this, meeting next Tuesday 4pm in here if interested.

Inter-Hall Energy Competition underway among interested halls, posters out and estates brining info about it. Some complications with results.

9. Officers Question Time

10. Any Other Business

DoSDA: update on Geoscience - vice principal had confirmed it is officially safe. Reviewed in same way as others but safe.

President: modern languages as whole school is safe, Russian and Spanish didn’t do very well and whole school did badly but new business plan so will be ok for next few years, linguistics has staffing issues so will not necessarily be the same.

Kate Kennedy Club motion: passed by SRC and rejected by SSC. Executive Commitee has to decide- Sabbs, Emma, Lukas, mediation between the two views.

Allow pantomime now, nether passed in present form or thrown out; superseded by proposal on external bodies and how to deal with them. DoSDA: long term policy review, not outright lack of engagement and also there are financial concerns, more discussion in day to come. Senate Arts/ Divinity Representative: working committee for issues. SRC Accommodation Officer: is there some way of putting poll on website? President: may do but it would not be binding. SRC Accommodation Office: no but would give general idea, would need discussions as the poll would be open to abuse. President: working group to discuss before having issue, but not the time to do it now, will happen probably in February.

Also PG people- first time in two years so good to have them here to get PG issues underway so hope to change opinion and get communications working between us and PG society. We are not just an UG committee.

11. Notices

11.1 Next meeting- week 1 of next semester but will be in touch,

DoR: no drinks yet - so maybe Friday? Meeting in union for a few drinks at 8pm. Consensus was yes! 

11.2 Meetings of sub-committees: Education - Fri 1pm, Equal Opportunities - Mon 4pm; Sustainability - Tues 4pm; Community Relations - next Tues possibly, but maybe not; Accommodation - Wed 3pm.


