
SSC Minutes 1st December 2009

Present:



Association Sustainability Officer


Benjamin Bridgeman



SSC Member for Societies Grants


Carly Hollis



SSC Member for Society Elections


Clare McDonnell



SSC Volunteering Officer



Rachel Fullerton




Association Community Relations Officer 

Holly West



SSC Charities Officer




Alexander Dixon



Association Chair




Emma Foley



Director of Student Development and Activities
Matthew Guest



SSC Debates Officer




Owen Wilton



Ents Convenor 




Matthew Robertson



SSC Broadcasting Officer



Phil Tortoroli



SSC Societies Officer




Becca Ladley



Director of Events and Services


Phil Pass

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Chair's business


2.1 Apologies for Absence: James McWalter, Member without Portfolio; Georgina Rannard, 
DoR


2.2 Minutes of the previous meeting


2.3 Matters arising

3. Presidential Business

4. Representation Business

5. Events and Services business

One thing from DoR about starting a 'Save Our Condoms Campaign' since NHS Fife won't give us free ones any more. And from the President- when using non-personal email accounts, do not reply to “fishing” emails asking for personal details as this has been an issue recently. Also he is currently at the first meeting of the 'Gown Society', who are trying to get people to wear their gowns more often.

DoES: apologies for missing previous meetings, as have been in hospital. Still catching up on emails, so apologies to anyone who has not been replied to as yet. 

Raisin Weekend was good and it was quiet in here but there were no problems apart from a few drunks! (Charities Officer: if anyone has seen the plant belonging to Cherries, they would like it back.) Thanks to all those who helped the clear-up after the foam fight.

DoSDA: SRC last week have added mandate to office bearers saying they will take part in the clean-up, would the SSC like to do the same so the Association take part in it? Debates: most of them weren't there! Socs Officer: shouldn't be mandated but could ask people to volunteer.  DoSDA: in theory it is open to volunteers. Debates Officer: shouldn't mandate as everyone here did it anyway. The SSC wryly notes that given that, as it was mostly the SSC who showed up, the SSC doesn't think that a mandate on future members is necessary.

DoES: past weekend was St Andrews Festival, not everything there was a success. Next few weeks- Rent is going up, good sales already. Later in the semester there will be Executive Meeting which will discuss the KK motion. Will get Andrew to message round to confirm. ‘Withnail and I’ in week 12 in Venue One and usual final bops, the 'Final Countdown'. Thanks to Owen for helping out with the appeals from the PG elections, still unsure what is happening with that really.

Regarding catering in the building: chased up the issue with Charlie, who has spoken to Fife Council and there are two findings: 1) we are at liberty to choose whether we allow individuals to eat within the building but if they get food poisoning then we are still liable. It won't change at the moment but may for the new building. 2) issue of societies bringing in food- against the law to distribute food if you do not have the appropriate hygiene qualifications. Also, as you do at the moment, you need Charlie or Sandy's permission to do so and so it gets approved by the Union (i.e. for the French Soc cheese and wine evening). Pass this on to any other societies who may need to know.

Currently writing papers- one is a review on Freshers' Week, regarding this there is a meeting with University on 17th December, since the Sabbs weren't invited to the first one. Also paper on Raisin Weekend, Health and Safety reviews, Sabbatical position divisions and also redevelopment. This last is moving on quickly as a project, was a meeting in June with the space planners which was what they thought we needed. Does anyone have any suggestions?

Broadcasting Officer - need a second venue which would be useful. DoES: Venue 1 would be two-tier and would be harder to put on plays etc. due to the seating arrangements. Socs Grants- problem for large scale plays and freshers' week. Charities Officer- need big venue for RAG week and Fashion show, getting rid of Venue 2 is bad plan. DoES- new venue would be better for socs fayre and ceilidhs. Ents Convenor- structure would be ok for dances, to lose Venue Two would be bad for socs. Socs Grants: Venue 1 is too big for small-scale events so we really need a Venue 2. DoSDA- is the general consensus that we would need second venue rather than just venue one? Charities Officer- either that or Venue 1 needs to be made much more versatile. DoES- it was sold to the university as music area for different music events which uni bought as it was cheap and stops rigging and dangerous activities. Socs Grants- would there be a Salad Bowl? More versatile since it  can be cut in half and maybe have staging. Would worry that there are so many socs that just having a venue for music is a bad idea, even now it doesn't work. DoES- thinking was that we need flexible space and fast changes, idea is that there is lots of dividers in rooms but they wouldn't have bars and so on (more like this committee room). Ents Convenor tech stuff never discussed like rigging and staging. Charities Officer and Debates Officer: Salad Bowl is good for it's flexibility. Socs Grants: bad to lose room with a bar and flexible like Venue 2 as many socs want this. 

DoES: downstairs there would be 3 bars: sports bar, general bar, one could put societies in. Charities Officer- best thing is the mix in the union and the different bars would divide people up rather than encouraging them to mix. Debates Officer- current bar not great though so maybe would work. Charities Officer- sports bar would require big bar area. DoES- can be sports or other, Venue One could also still be hired. A bigger choice of rooms might encourage people to come more often. Personally like open bar but when it is empty is not so good! Community Relations Officer- is seating only in Venue One? DoES- no, will be in other places as well, new venue would be big enough for venue 2 size events and may not need to be open during the day, could be opened as space and also opened up ads a bar, Venue 2 with dividers. Charities Officer- problem with Venue 2 is that it is inaccessible and no one wants to go unless you come here for something specific. Socs Elections- would be same no matter where you put it upstairs as people don't just wander in.  DoES- They may take away middle stairway so more space. Socs Elections- cocktail upmarket bar might be an idea? DoES- flexibility so could have different types of lighting etc. Socs Grants- will there be a games room? DoES- unsure. Not spoken about but have said pool tables useful. Hoping to build down from the over hang so it is bigger on each side. Good especially regarding the second venue. Debates Officer- just since venue one would no longer be used for theatre things.

6. Student development and activities business

At meeting with Careers and Employability sub-group carrying out survey to working out what students graduating this year will be doing in Jan. also St Andrews award meeting last week, early stages but going well. 

Got money from university for Townsend Society so social side may take off a bit this year for them. St Andrews festival- thanks to Carley and Owen for helping at the weekend. Tomorrow also at meeting about careers.

7. Sabbatical question time

Broadcasting Officer- STAR wants to do small event for Christmas, there will hopefully be food, so what would be good venue? Maybe the Byre DoSDA- they won't let food in, maybe Mansfield. Broadcasting Officer- hoping to have a coffeeshop/lounge thing and movie. DOSDA- like fairtrade cafe and have big room in Mansfield. Book it by going into office on the first floor, Monday of week before event. Broadcasting Officer- spoke to Bruce about carpet in studio, hard as he said STAR have to do it themselves but that they are not allowed to use sharp implements. DoES- can be done probably during Jan break so ask if can do that. Broadcasting Officer- problem as want to use it last week of semester and don't want to take everything out. DoES- will ask him.

8. Officers' business

8.1
Broadcasting Officer

 Did the Christmas lights, quite successful but hosting wasn't so good and didn't get much idea of what to say. St Andrews festival did interviews and so on, pod cast up this week. Podcast workshop and well attended so that should be good, wrote a booklet and is on website. Christmas with star to try and get people involved. Thinking about relaunch plans in terms of events, maybe lock-in with 24 hours on air; more publicly thinking of quiz show in venue one broadcast on radio and maybe video in union. Ordered technical stuff which hasn't come yet but hopefully will, carpet waiting to be installed. 11th December Glasgow radio people giving lectures. Expanding STAR beyond St Andrews.

8.2
Charities Officer 

Rodeo tomorrow in venue one. There was a ghost walk in festival which went well, thanks to Sam for helping. Jumble sale and films in cinema. RTP going ok but still in trouble with halls. Anything going on? DoSDA- not looked into it yet but will next week, will start going on and could come to SRC, or Accommodation Officer Kat. Start writing strategic plan too. Broadcasting Officer- wants Sweat to be open to all socs so if want SSC supported one then let him know. Charities Officer- may have charities one. Broadcasting Officer- going well so far but DJs getting limited. Also wants Sabbatical Sweat.  Broadcasting Officer- bass vs Tina Turner... maybe next semester.

8.3
Design Team Convenor 

Charities - don't have one. Why don't they come? DoSDA- got in contact and told them to come along and heard nothing since. DoSDA will investigate. Would be another sub-committee if it worked properly but they are volunteers so depends on how they work. Poster run has also started to happen properly this week. Charities Officer- do we have to pay for it? DoSDA- yes, if not charging everyone then pointless. Should go out every Tuesday but if not let us know.

8.4
Debates Officer 

Last week had the Schools' competition, had problems with the building though as was expected. Did it cause problems? Socs Elections- it was a bit noisy. Socs Officer- had asked in advance so it wasn't too bad and they were also gracious about moving. DoES- Bruce was suggesting that should come and talk logistics with him before. Debates Officer- can do that in future, but was just concerned that people had been annoyed. Bruce when speaking to the Debates Officer had mentioned there was food mess, and Debates Officer said they usually clean up - noted all the points. Debate on capitalism next week, tomorrow will be practice debate as well. Broadcasting Officer- can STAR record the debates? Debates Officer- yes, as long as speakers consent.

8.5
Entertainments Officer 

Tuesday and Friday bops as normal - tonight AIDS week, but unsure about what. DoES people are coming to raise awareness, wear red if you want but don't get aids. Friday 'Mr Men and Little Miss' bop.

8.6
Music Officer

8.7
Performing Arts Officer

8.8
Postgraduate Officer

8.9
Societies Officer 

Last night redid the website, not got this year’s stuff to download yet but will be soon. Not much else happening, carrying on as normal. Socs Grants- model now complete budget proposal and Health & Safety form so if socs want events then can go and get it by end of week. Meeting with Pamela in careers centre about getting socs involved in careers events.

8.10
Volunteering Officer 

Finished article for ‘In Focus’, so will be in the next one. Recruitment tea in Gorgeous and had more people sign up so will be regular events. December 12th: Christmas Cabaret meeting 1.45 to go round old people's homes, and party at 3pm in Venue Two with mulled wine and mince pies. Also attended Volunteer of the Year awards. Didn't win but got certificate. Applause! 

- SVS Strategic Plan- any questions? Changes are probably fine, added a lot of stuff about spending money and doing new plans. Proud of it. Debates Officer- looks good! Already looking ahead to 2017 which is impressive!  Passed. Broadcasting Officer- when does the SVS meeting end? Usually half 8 people don't usually come after, could start earlier? If not no big deal. Can be flexible wont try and come in till ten past, will come out and say if there will be late meeting. Doing podcast and had a problem, Broadcasting Officer- problem as star was doing the Christmas lights, was there an email sent about it?  SVS- Yes, on Monday.

DoES: put date at end of the document so know when need to be reviewed and passed by the SSC at this stage. Also, we have a new notice board - Charities Officer can put stuff up on one outside services office.


8.11 Association Community Relations Officer

Bike lights are coming! May run a more general bike safety campaign and police are also tightening up. There have been isolated incidents from Raisin Weekend, but not many. Found shops who will take postcard for January project.


8.12 Association Sustainability Officer

Had a good meeting this afternoon - Inter-Hall Energy Competition under way finally, which is good. Transition university campaign being discussed and also applying for funding for internships working within estates for project in university. Launch on Monday 7pm Venue 2, planning sessions. Also fairtrade policy- does anyone have any issues? None raised. It was written by an intern for Scottish fairtrade foundation, and states what has been going on for the past few years but needed redoing, so the University don't lose status. All ok with it? No objections. Voted on SRC few weeks ago, no major changes. DoES: noted that point 5 may still be spelled wrong so will be changed. The policy was passed unanimously.

9. Officer Question Time

10.Any other business: Charities Officer: Sad that James isn't here for the social which was meant to be today. 

11. Notices

11.1
Next meeting- Thursday 10th provisionally. If anyone can't be here then email Emma - need to find out when people are free.

11.2
Meetings of sub-committees Community Relations Tues 11.15; Societies 4pm Wed, Charities 8pm venue 1, Ents 5pm Wed tv room, Debates 5pm tomorrow. 


