1) About the Students’ Association

The University of St Andrews Students’ Association (The Union) is the heart of the student community.  It is run by students, for students and broadly speaking, it operates in three areas: representation, student activities and events.

Representation

The Students’ Representative Council (SRC) is responsible for ensuring the students of St Andrews have their views heard throughout the University, the town and the wider world, on topics such as accommodation, education, sustainability, equal opportunities, welfare and more.

Student Societies

The Students’ Association is responsible for funding, developing and supporting a wide range of extra-curricular societies for the student body, including Drama, Debating, Radio, Charities and Volunteering - and there is a huge selection of over a hundred and thirty societies!

Events and Services

Keep an eye on our events page for the latest gigs, DJ sets, live acts and festivals.

We also have several student-led services, chiefly the Main Bar - the largest and best value in town - our clothing and stationery store (the Union Shop), the Union Cafés in the Union and on North Street. We also have Blackwell bookshop for all your academic needs!

1a) make sure you visit...

www.yourunion.net/shop

Take a look at our selection of exclusive University-branded clothing - a must for keeping the East-coast chills away! And be sure to visit when you get here - we’ve got all the stationery you need to get you started at University.
2) The Sabbatical Officers

Each of these three areas is led by a sabbatical a student who has been elected to spend a year working full time for the Students’ Association. 

This year these four sabbaticals are: 

Siena Parker (Director of Representation), 

Alastair Holmes (Director of Student Development and Activities), 

Phil Pass (Director of Events and Services) and 

Owen Wilton, (President, responsible for communications and media)

The Association is here for you throughout your time in St Andrews - so if you want to run an event or start a society; if you have a problem; or indeed if you want to do anything in St Andrews, the Association and the people who help run it are available to help you in whatever way they can.

2a) Look out for...

Volunteering Fayre - Fri 24th

Volunteer your time to help others; it’s great fun, really rewarding and helps set you apart from other applicants when it comes to getting a job .

3) What we're up to

The Students’ Association (aka the Union) is always working on your behalf. 

Whether it’s our amazing events, our great value bars, our theatre or debating societies, our radio station, charities campaign or design team, it’s easy to keep track of what we’re up to.

Add us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter and check out our website to find out what we’re doing for you.

And if there’s something we’ve not thought of yet, you can get yourself involved and make the Union even better! www.yourunion.net/facebook

www.twitter.com/standrewsunion/family

And loads more info at: www.yourunion.net

4) What to expect in Freshers' Week...

Freshers' Week: a week like no other! The opportunity to meet new people from all over the world, and the chance to experience a sample of everything that St Andrews has to offer!

The Union really is the place to be in Freshers' Week and what better place to begin forming new friendships? You might meet your academic parents whilst queueing for a ticket to an event, or get introduced to future classmates & flatmates whilst sitting in the bar. The greatest thing about St Andrews is how small and closely knit the community is, and the Union serves as a wonderful place to meet new people.

Check out the centre spread to find out what we’ve got planned for you in the first week. The opening weekend sees a typical St Andrews Bubble welcome, as we bring you great dance music, games, competitions, inter-hall rivalry. and plenty of bubbles!

Make sure you check our website and look out for the flyers for the details of everything else happening in the greatest week of all!.


4a) (In order to get into the Students’ Association (The Union) you will need your matriculation card, which you’ll collect when you arrive in St Andrews.

If under 18, in accordance with UK law, you won’t be allowed to buy alcohol))

5) ...and beyond!

Once Freshers’ Week is done, it just gets better and better! 

There is always something going on, be it a play, a quiz, a gig or a club night - with the largest venue in town, we make sure we use it as much as possible, offering the widest variety of events for you to break up your week with. Last year we hosted two fashion shows, headphone discos, turned the building into a laser tag zone, filled our venue with several hundred gallons of foam - and had over 200 people skating in a giant Roller Disco!

Ask any non-fresher, and they’d proudly boast that the Union is where you’ll find THE BOP!  Every Friday night you can dance away the night to a blend of the newest releases, the biggest hits, and the best classic tracks. Look out for the posters each week when you get here to see what the theme is for the week (we’ve had pyjama parties, school-days themes and beach parties amongst other ideas).

A Saturday night provides the opportunity for something different each week. Maybe it will be a live gig with a current chart star or the opportunity to spot new talent at a battle of the bands. Maybe it’ll be the biggest Radio 1 DJ or great specially themed music. Look out for nights featuring Dundee’s very own Ice Dragon productions - well known for providing the best Student Nights out across the Tay. 

During the week we play host to the current plays and musicals; to society socials; to small acoustic gigs; and this year, to a regular comedy night. Every other Thursday, you’ll get to see a big name headliner plus support acts provided by industry giants Avalon & Gilded Balloon. These look set to be massive and we really hope to see you there at them.

Whilst all this is going on, we have our weekly pub quiz (Monday) and music quiz (Thursday), bar games, big screen sport, karaoke and live music/DJs all in the Main Bar.  Even better, it’s all free!

There is ALWAYS something happening in St Andrews - usually at The Union, and even if it is a quiet day in the Union, there are always loads of society events taking place too. 

We look forward to seeing you here. In our bars. At our cafes. In our venues. But most of all, here in St Andrews.

6) Societies

Academic prestige, tradition and the diversity of our students all help to make St Andrews a truly unique place to study, but we are also famous for our vibrant student life. A large part of this consists of our considerable empire of student-run societies: we have over 130 active societies for you to get involved in throughout your time at St Andrews. Our societies cover all aspects of social and cultural life, ranging from Fine Food and Dining, to Harry Potter to political and religious issues via a plethora of others ñ so whatever you are into, there’s bound to be something for you. In the unlikely event that there is an activity that we don’t do, we can even help you start your own society!

In addition, we have 7 Subcommittees - these are essentially large societies of which every student is automatically a member. These Subcommittees cover Debating, Drama, Music, Film-making, Charity Fundraising, Volunteering and Student Radio.

Whether you already know how you want to entertain yourself in St Andrews, or feel like doing something completely new, we would encourage you to come to the Freshers’ Fayre on Sunday 26th September 10.30am-4pm to explore the vast expanse of opportunity that awaits you.

6a) Look out for...

Freshers' Fayre - Sun 26th

A chance to find out what you can get up to when you’re not studying!

7) www.saints-sport.com

Students who get involved in Saints Sports clubs have access to a host of first class opportunities for: personal development, travel, the development of leadership skills, management skills, lifelong friendships and employability. 

The Athletic Union (AU) is the student organisation for the support and development of University sports clubs. We are run by students, for students, and we are led by a full time student president who dedicates a year away from their studies to University Sport. If you are a student at St Andrews then you are automatically a member of the AU and so have the right to join any of more than 50 sports clubs, who currently have over 4000 members (more than half of the student body).

To enquire about one of the clubs please contact the Athletic Union:

president@saints-sport.com 

clubdevelopment@saints-sport.com

7a) Look out for...

Give it a go - Wed 22nd

Try before you join a sports club - why not take up something unusual?!

8) Useful Information

If you’ve not had a chance to visit St Andrews yet, don’t worry - it’s a well set up little town and has almost everything you’ll need!

The Union provides a comprehensive selection of entertainment every day of the week, and is always involved in any night out. 

You’ll find a branch of most high street banks (except NatWest and HSBC) and although there aren’t any big department stores, there are plenty of high street shops, and three supermarkets to supply your needs.  There’s also a catalogue shop, so you don’t need to bring bulky bedding or appliances with you.

Should you wish to get away from St Andrews and explore more of Scotland, Leuchars train station is just 6-7 minutes taxi or bus ride away, and the University Travel Service can help arrange your travel requirements.

Cupar - 15 mins away

Dundee - 30 mins away

Edinburgh - 60-90 mins away

8a) www.yourunion.net/travel

From trains & aeroplanes, hotels & hostels, travel insurance & taxis. 

Email travel@st-andrews.ac.uk or call +44 (0) 1334 462345guide for international students

As an international student you may have never visited Scotland, or even the UK before, let alone St Andrews. Aside from being an ancient university or the home of golf,  St Andrews is first and foremost a community, of which you are now a part. International Students make up a vital part of our vibrant culture.

9) Guide for International Students
Even though we aren’t as big as Edinburgh, or as cosmopolitan as London, coming to an entirely new town can still be overwhelming, particularly if you have come from a different country or even continent. Our guide aims to make it a little easier for students from overseas to get to grips with St Andrews during these first few weeks.  

I hope that you feel equally as represented during your time here as any other student, and urge you to contact me with any issues or problems affecting you, no matter how small. 

Siena Parker

Director of Representation 

dorep@st-andrews.ac.uk

9a) Take a look at...

www.yourunion.net/international

Our guide to make moving to St Andrews as easy as possible

10) How to get here

Situated on the coast of Fife, St Andrews might not instantly seem the easiest place to get to, but is in fact relatively easy to reach via public transport. 

If you are travelling by train, the nearest station is Leuchars and there is at least one train every hour from both Edinburgh and Aberdeen. Upon arriving at Leuchars, you can reach St Andrews via bus (normally every 10-15min) and taxi.

If you are travelling by aeroplane, the nearest major airport is Edinburgh. To reach St Andrews from Edinburgh airport, take a bus from the airport to Haymarket station and then take a train up to Leuchars.

Buses are also available directly between Edinburgh/Glasgow and St Andrews.

10a) Need assistance?

If you would like help with booking any aspect of travel  on your way to St Andrews, please give us a call. Our dedicated travel agent staff specialise in student travel, whether you need a train, air travel, or a taxi from the airport.

We can even arrange a tour of the UK before you start at university!

www.yourunion.net/travel

(01334 46) 2345   |   travel@st-and.ac.uk

